
DAY AT A GLANCE 

Room Location 
 

Friday, 10:30- 11:45 

 

Friday, 1:15 -2:30 Friday, 2:45-4:00 

Featured Speaker 
Ball Room 

 

 

Service Animals in Schools 

 
Melinda Baird 

Featured Speaker 

Repeat Session 
Service Animals in Schools 

 
Melinda Baird 

Featured Speaker 

 
Sonoran Ballroom 

 

Due Process, OCR, and State 

Complaints...Oh My! Top Ten Tips 

to Avoid Complaints." 
 

Heather R. Pierson, Esq.  
Udall, Shumway & Lyons, P.L.C. 

 

Hot Topics in Arizona Special 

Education Law 

 
Denise Lowell Britt. Esq.  

Udall, Shumway & Lyons, P.L.C. 
 

 

Arizona Room 

Annual Yearly Progress 

Determinations 
 

Leila Williams, Ph.D.  
Arizona Department of Education 
Assessment and Accountability 

 

 

Don’t Get Caught Chasing the Train: 

Transitioning to the New 2010 

Standards 
 

Audra Ahumada 
Pat Reynolds.  

Arizona Department of Education 
AIMS-A Test Coordinators 

Legislative Update 
 

 
 Susie Cannata 

 CASE/CEC Lobbiest 
LaSota & Peters, PLC 

 

Boulder Room 

 

 

Co-Teaching—Harnessing the Power 

of Two 

 
Ellen Schartz 

Retired Director of Special Education 
 

ESEA Waiver Application & 

Implication for Special Education 

 

Karla Phillips 

Arizona Department of Education 

Uncommon Preparation at the Core of 

iTeach 

 

Taryn VanderPyl 

iTeachAZ Site Coordinator 

Deer Valley Unified School District 

 

Coyote Room 

 

Elementary Teaching for Common 

Core Math: We Have Some Work To 

Do 

 
Christine Johnson & Michelle Hart 
Desert Willow Elementary School 
Casa Grande Elementary School 

District 

 

Think College, Think Project 

FOCUS 

Career and College Readiness  

Showcase Session 

 

Dan Perino  

Tucson Unified District 

 



DAY AT A GLANCE 
 

Room Location 
 

Friday, 10:30- 11:45 

 

Friday, 1:15 -2:30 Friday, 2:45-4:00 

Desert Sky Room 

 

 

Unwrapping the Common Core 

Standards: Making Sense of the 

Progression of Skills 

 

Jennifer Louis  

Cave Creek School District 

School Improvement in Reading for 

Students with Disabilities 
Data Analysis Center Project 

 
Diane Mignella  

Director of Program Support and 

Monitoring 
 

Robert Gray 
Director of LEA and School 

Improvement 
Arizona Department of Education 

 

 

Echo Canyon 

Using Data to Make Instructional 

Planning Decisions: Core 

Perspectives and Practices 

 
Ed Sloat 

Director of Research and 

Accountability 
Dysart Public Schools 

Co-Teaching in a Middle School 

Math Class: Getting Started 

 

 

Jennifer Golanowski 

 Special Education Teacher 

Casa Grande Elementary School 

District 

Repeat Session 

Using Data to Make Instructional Planning 

Decisions: Core Perspectives and Practices 

 

 
Ed Sloat 

Director of Research and Accountability 
Dysart Public Schools 

Gold Dust Room 

Why Consequencing Behaviors Fails 

to Work For Kids With FASD 

 

 

Anthony Rothfork 

Doctoral Student at NAU, CASE 

Scholarship Recipient 

Project SEARCH – We Make a 

Difference Every Day With Our 

High School Transition Program 

 

Dan Habinek 

 Instructor 

Pima JTED (Joint Technical 

Education District) 

 

 

  



DAY AT A GLANCE 

Room Location 
 

Friday, 10:30- 11:45 

 

Friday, 1:15 -2:30 Friday, 2:45-4:00 

Flagstone Room 

 

Using Available Data to Make 

IEP Decisions 

 

Alice Balkow 

Teacher on Assignment 

Casa Grande Elementary School 

District 

ADE Update 
ADE Interagency Collaboration: 

Parent Involvement Initiatives to 

Improve Student Outcomes 
 

Joan McDonald 

Deputy Associate Superintendent 

Arizona Department of Education  

 

Becky Raabe 

Parent Involvement Specialist 

AZ FIND Coordinator 

AZ Department of 

Education/Exceptional Student 

Services 

 

 

Horseshoe 

Aspiring Directors-  
Systems Approach to Special 

Education Leadership 

 

 

 

 
Maria Berecin-Rascon, Director 
 Casa Grande Elementary School 

District  
 

Lorie Gerkey, Director  
Casa Grande Union High School 

District 

Common Core on Common Ground 

 

Cynthia Comé  

Director of Special Education 

 

Kathleen McNaboe 

 Coordinator of Special Education & 

Outstanding Leadership Award 

Recipient 

 

Diane Kent  

Professional Development 

Coordinator 

Vail School District 

 

 


